STRAW TOWER WITH BUDGET COMPETITION 

OFFICIAL RULES

GRADES:

10
OBJECTIVE:
To build a free-standing tower that will support a book two feet above the base of the tower, with the lowest cost per inch. 

MATERIALS:
To be supplied by Seattle MESA at the competition.

· 50 straws 

· 3 feet of masking tape

· Calculator

· Scissors

RULES:


1) The tower must be constructed from the straws and tape supplied by the MESA staff.  No other materials are allowed.  Contestants have 30 minutes to build the tower.

2) The height of the tower will be measured from the floor or table to the bottom of the book.   This height must be at least two feet. 

3) The tower must be free-standing (without falling or moving towards the ground) for at least 10 seconds upon the arrival of a judge.  It must not touch, be attached to, or be leaning against any other surface, and must support the book.

4) Each straw is worth $10.  Each inch of tape is worth $1.  
Cost per square inch =   
  Value of Materials Used







       Height at Which Book is Supported

5) Amount of materials used will be determined by judges.



Straws used = 50 straws – straws left over (no fractional amounts)



Tape used = 36 inches of tape – inches of tape left over

6) Each team must calculate its own cost per inch and show the work to the judges.  Judges will check this calculation and will record the result on the judging sheet. 

